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BOWLING ALLEYS. 
THE annexed illustration will vividly pourtray to the the pins, and along which they roli to the top of the alley 
reader’s imagination the magnificent American Bowling merely by their own weight. As an amusement requirin 
Saloon Iately opened in the Strand, near the Adelphi less p ysical power than the vulgar game of skittles, an 
Theatre, for the purpose of introducing to the public of possessing the attraction of bowls, in an elegantly fitted-up 
London the game of bowling as it is played in America. saloon, this game will unquestionably become popular in a 
The game is in some respects similar to the common game city like London, where the opportunities for invigorating 
of bowls. The alley in which the game is played consists oxercise are so rarely afforded to the inhabitants. The 
of a narrow platform of timber, elevated three or four decorations of the interior are in the Louis Quatorze style, 
inches above floor, along which the bowls are rolled by and have been executed with extraordinary taste: indeed, 
the players towards the pins, of which there are ten, set nothing can excecd the Juxurious elegance which everywhere 
up ina oo figure, the — being nearest to the meets the eye—mirrors, candelabra, vases, rich carpets and 
player. The bowls, after being delivered by the players, couches, and costly furnituie, form only a portion of the 
are returned by means of an inclined groove or channel mumerous accessories to quiet enjoyment or heulthful 
in which they are placed by a boy who attends to set up exercise which this place affords. 





This said “Game of Bowls” is not so new to this a fair house and two bowlingalleys."” The following docu- 
country as may be at first imagined. It was known and ment, dated August 4th, 1739, extracted from an old 
practised by our forefathers, in th days of yore. We are “Magazine, is also illustrative of the strong passion the 
told by Stowe, that Northumberland House, in the parish ancients entertained for bowling. ‘‘Long Bowls—A 
of St. Katherine Coleman, belonging to Henry Percy, | farmer of Croydon undertakes, for any sum by wager, to 
Earl of Northumberland, being deserted by that nobleman | bow] a skittle from that town to London bridge, about 
in the 83rd year of King Henry VI.’s reign, the gardens | 11 miles distant, in 500 times.” Our Croydon r, it 


were converted into “ Bowling Alleys;” and ina letter to | is stated, performed the feat in 445 bowls. 
So much for the game of bowls. Those of our readers 


the Earl of Stafford, the writer (Mr. Gerrard) observes, Nn 
“Since Spring Gardens was put down, we have by a| who may be curious enough to witness the game, will not 
servant of the Lord Chamberlain, a new Spring Gardens find half-an-hour ill spent by a visit to the splendid 
erected in the fields beyond the mense, where there is built ' establishment in the Strand. 
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THE AMERICAN BOWLING SALOON 


